Czech presidency

By aaw Camralba

Just 15 days intelts EU presi-
dency the Czech Republic en-
tered Inta the world of controver-
gy, not for its vision for the
Eurapean Unlon but because of a
plece af art.

The messive art installation
In the form of & provecative map
of Eurape gained notarlety, as it
was urnvelled st & thme when the
Czech presldency was brokering
A cesse-fire  dasl betwean
Hemas and lsrael, and warkl
an & resslutbon that would en
the gas problems betwean
Russis and Ukraine.

*Czechs are |okesters In this
way and Entrops I3 & kind of &
way to look anto Europe from &
hunsarous point of view and yes,
It'’s undarstandahble some coun-
tries can feel this being prob-
lematle,” sald Czech Republic
Ambassador Jaroslav Olsa, Jr.

This 1=z an artistic idaa aof
Europe; its not the ides al the
Eaecll;‘egavern meent. [t & plece of
art from the leading Czech
ertist.”

The artist la Devid Cerny,

wha s not unfamlliar to cantro-
Vargy.
Alter the [all of communiam
Cerny painted ane of the land-
merks, & Soviet tank an display
in Prague, pink.

‘Tt made & blg uproar because
it was still & national manu-
ment &lthough fram the commmu-
nist times bt everyone was
anlling,” sald Olsa.

Anather af his alf-calar explalts
wes haolsting an East German
manulactured car an stilts, &lse
In the heart of Prague.

“Mobody should be surﬂrlsed
that he I3 meking jokes but at
the same time, somstines thay
are hard Jokes to swallow and
its undarstandable” szid ths
ambassadar,

The creatars of the Entrapa, &
mep displaying famillar sterec-
types af the 27 member statas,
mid thet these imeges must be
recognized before they can be
VPO,

The Entrapa, while it created
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Czech Republic Ambassador Jaroslsy Disa Jr.in front of the official Czech EU presidency logo.

cantroveray, did 1.-r'|ngfQ to light
same of the Czech Republics
plathorms for its six-month pres-
Idency.

{isa explalned that there are
thres areas the Czech presiden-
oy will concentrate on before it
hands over the presidsncy to
Swedan in the summer.

The first |a to open up eco-
naimlc harriers inside and out-
slde af the Eurgpaan Unlon.

Burprisingly that toplc was
crested bafore the finencial cri-
sis sterted because for us, its
Ly nt tohave the Eurapesan
n:.nl-r\'mk:tnrully o |Een Jhe ﬂld!:e

When the Europssn Unlon
grew by 10 countries in 2004
thera weare various kinds of har-
rers. For example, Czechs
couldnt freely wark in verlous
Eurgpean countries, although
they were part af ane market.

Warking under the metio
"Eurcpe without Barriers” the
Czech presidency will wark to
apen the barders alavery country
for its citizens within the Unlan.

The same goes for free trade

BEreaments,
Karee and the Eurapean

Union are currently in talks can-
erning an FTA which the Czach
averrment highly su due
%alu high U'ndglwlm mﬂmt
stands at about §1.2 hilllan.

Furthermare, the Eurapaan
Unlan s the second largest in-
vestor in Kares after China.

‘It Is incressingly imipartant
to have that fres movemsent of
goods without barrlers” Olsa
stresged.

Mext 13 the Eurapean Unlons
reletion with the warld, some-
thing that the Czech govern-
ment has always teken serious-
by since the 18203 when the
then Czechaslovakian govern-
ment apened up missians in all

rts of the warld like Cape
wwn, Rio de Jansiro, Sydney,
Jerusalem and Singapare — all
citles that had yet to experlence
an econamic &nd palitical boom.

The Czech presidency feels
that it is impartant tebulld clase
coaperatian with nelghbaring
countries so thet they can owver-

“oare CarmibaTha Koma Harald

care their various dilferences.

By using the Furopsan Unian
85 &n example, where many
muntries were Bt adds with
each other for centuries over
varlous disputes, those coun-
tries put aside thelr differences
for the greater good.

“We gvercame many challenges
including &ll the histarical prob-
lermns 5o we sBY, yes we know that
we had many problems in the

bt now wee have ane alm to
have & Furope which will be pras-
perous, visible and democratic.”

Dlsa emphesized that while
the Eurgpean Unlon Is ane,
they ere still different in lan-
guage, culture, treditions and
geograpliy.

It is ane with many diversi-
ties,” Qlss pointed out.

Third and probably just &5 lm-
portant is tha lssue of energy sa-
curty. Thisis & het tople consld-
ering the events that unfolded
between Ukraine and Russia
that affectad milllons of peopla
In Central Eurapaan countrles
wharely heavily on Russian gas.

expands EU

“We saw that type af crisis
avary year: Its just on & differ-
ant laval,” he sald *This yesr
the scope and scale was signifl-
cantly different fram last yesr
and lmmediately the Czech
Republic started mediating be-
tween Ukraine and Russia to
lelp bring ges to Slovekis,
Eulléarln and Hungary, which
are almost 100 percent depen-
dant an Russian gas”

The Ceach presidancy is sdvo-
cating that the EU should leok
at alternative dellvery routes for
member states in Certral and
Eastern Europe who rely an
Russis for its enengy salutions.

W 3u§m that the dalivery
aof gas and all go alsoe by & differ-
ent route s0 thet European
countries are not totally depan-
dant an one supplier.

‘Thats why Its impartant to
meate other kinds of gas supply,
for exarnple, via the Caucasus and
Turkey, ar alsa the Middle East”
he said. “We want to find different
ways to desl with this and we
dant want ta, In away;, be lrvabvad
in this kind of crisis which is be-
tween two counitrles that are not
in the EUJ &and are salving their
problems at our cost.”

As for the ELTs forelgn palicy
under the Czech presidency the

ans are the same, to be an ef-

Ive player In mediating dis-
putes waorldwide.

The week they took over the
presidency, the Czech forelgn
minlater was an & plane — nat
to Brussels but the Middle East
— to find ways in which & cesse
fire could ke arranged.

The Czech Republic plays an
Intenestll# rale In this regard
becauge they have lang-stand-
Ing &nd respectable relatlons
with [srael and the Palestinian
Autharity.

They have also played an acthve
part &5 UM, military observers in
paces lke Sierrs Leone, Liberla
and the Canga, plus they have in-
messing oversess developrsent
programs In many  countries
arsang others include Mangalia ta
reme the closest.

(yosv&heraldm.com)



