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The annual security conference to be held 
in the Czernin Palace on 20-21 November 
2019 is one of the flagship events of the 
Institute of International Relations in Prague, 
and it is organised in cooperation with the 
Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The aim 
of the conference as outlined below is to 
treat pertinent international political issues 
of the day while also providing for their 
deeper reflection by recognised experts in 
a particular field. This makes the Czernin 
Security Forum a unique place in the 
European context to discuss ongoing shifts 
in the contemporary security environment.

Although the bipolar superpower competition 
has been over for almost three decades, the 
international arms control regime still rests 
on pillars set in place during the Cold War. 
The global security environment changed 
immensely since then, but our ability to 
adapt international treaties and the overall 
legal framework regulating critical weapon 
systems remains rather limited. Thus how 
durable and stable is the existing arms control 
regime? The fates of the ABM, CFE, and 
INF treaties as well as that of the Vienna 
Document can illustrate the problem we 
face. One way to preserve the existing arms 
control regime in a rapidly changing world 
is to adapt it to the current situation, and 
the focus of our annual conference will be 
precisely on that. This is also the reason 
why the topic of this year’s Forum is “Taking 
a Global Look at Security and Arms Control”. 

It is not enough to pay attention only to Europe 
while dealing with the issue of arms control. 
Interests of actors in relatively distant regions 
cannot be ignored anymore, not least because 
in the increasingly complex and connected 
world the security concerns in other parts of 
the globe affect the viability of the security 
architecture in Europe. And thus, even if the 
conference will start by taking stock of security 
developments and dynamics of deterrence 
as it evolved in the past and with respect to 
Europe, it will quickly turn its attention to the 
growing fragility of the existing arms control 
regime and possible consequences of its 
gradual disappearance. The primary emphasis 
will then be on several key regions of the world 
because the main challenge is how to adapt 
the current framework of arms control to local 
circumstances and the interests of particular 
players so that its impact would be felt globally.

The event engages governmental, non-
profit and academic institutions and their 
senior representatives. It is great forum 
for a mutually enriching dialogue between 
the worlds of practical policy making, 
expert policy analysis and international 
academia. A dedicated expert workshop 
with a “food for thought” paper prepared 
by the IIR can also serve an opportunity 
to openly discuss more sensitive topics.

Taking a Global 
Look at Security 
and Arms Control



Registration 

Luncheon

Coffee Break 

Keynote Speech

The European dilemma: Between an 
unravelling past and an uncertain future

Theory meets reality: Dynamics of power 
politics and mutual (in-)security

8:30 – 9:00

12:00 – 13:00

15:00 – 15:30

9:00 - 10:00

10:00 – 12:00  

13:00 – 15:00  

20. 11. 2019  [ WEDNESDAY ]DAY I

The Mirror Hall

The Mirror Hall

Moderator
Ondřej Ditrych 
(Director of the Institute of 
International Relations, CZ)

The Mirror Hall

Moderator
Matúš Halás
(Head of the Centre 
for European Security 
at the IIR, CZ)

Ronald J. Bartek (Principal Negotiator of the INF Treaty Elimination Protocol, US)

Opening remarks
Martin Povejšil (Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs for Security & Multilateral Issues)
Anne Seyfferth (Head of the Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung office in Prague)

Speakers
Nina Tannenwald (Watson Institute for International Studies, Brown University, US)
Bruno Lété (German Marshall Fund of the United States in Brussels, BE) 
Andrey Zagorsky (Director of the Department of Disarmament at the IMEMO, RU)

The existing arms control regime—the heritage of the Cold War—is gradually 
falling apart. How should we respond to that? Moreover, is arms control 
a moral goal, or just a way states try to improve their own security?

What conditions make arms control possible? And what roles do deterrence, the 
mutual balance of threat and perceived insecurity play in that? To answer all those 
questions, the panel will look at arms control in light of changing security dynamics.

Speakers
Tariq Rauf (Former Head of Verification and Security Policy, IAEA, AT)
Kristin Ven Bruusgaard (University of Oslo, NO)
Hans-Peter Hinrichsen (Minister, Deputy Head of Mission,
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Prague, DE)



Response to failure: A new arms 
race or a new arms control?

Social event

15:30 – 17:30

17:30 – 20:00

20. 11. 2019  [ WEDNESDAY ]DAY I

The Mirror Hall

Moderator
Jakub Eberle
(Head of the Centre for 
European Integration 
at the IIR, CZ)

Gallery

Speakers
Jiří Šedivý (Special Representative for Resilience and New Threats, MFA, CZ)
Michal Onderčo (Erasmus University Rotterdam, NL)
Amy J. Nelson (Research Fellow, National Defense University, US) 

Is an arms race a natural result of a collapse of arms control? And if there is an 
alternative, then what can it look like at the global level? Our panellists will also share 
their views on the viability, desirability and feasibility of new arms control initiatives.



Registration 9:30 – 10:00

Luncheon

Expert workshop: A new international 
framework for arms control?

12:00 – 13:00

10:00 – 12:00

21. 11. 2019  [ THURSDAY ]DAY II

The Mirror Hall

Moderator
Ondřej Ditrych
(Director of the Institute 
of International 
Relations, CZ) Speakers

Matúš Halás (Head of the Centre for European Security at the IIR, CZ)
Kristin Ven Bruusgaard (University of Oslo, NO)
Michal Onderčo (Erasmus University Rotterdam, NL)

A discussion paper will be prepared for this workshop under the lead of the Institute 
of International Relations. It will offer an opportunity to openly debate some 
sensitive issues related to a possible global arms control regulatory framework.

Taking regional security seriously

A glass of wine 

13:00 – 15:30

15:30 – 17:00

The Mirror Hall

Chair
Ronald J. Bartek
(Principal Negotiator of 
the INF Treaty Elimination 
Protocol, US)

Ministerial Address 
Tomáš Petříček
(Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, CZ)

Speakers
William Alberque (Arms Control, Disarmament & Non-Proliferation Centre, NATO HQ)
Rebecca Hersman (Director of the Project on Nuclear Issues, CSIS, US)
Wolfgang Richter (German Institute for International and Security Affairs, DE)

Closing remarks
Ondřej Ditrych (Director of the Institute of International Relations, CZ)

Profound geopolitical changes affect contemporary global security to a great 
extent. Since the only common ground is often the national self-interest, what 
might then motivate relevant actors to join a possible arms control regime?

Gallery
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