Calendar 

FOR THE CZECH PRESIDENCY OF THE VISEGRAD GROUP 2019/2020

“V 4 Reasonable Europe”

Office of the President 
Activities realized:
· 2-3 October, V4 + RS + SI, Lány (CZ)
Sectoral cooperation during the Czech V4 Presidency
Office of the government
V4 Prime Ministers:

Activities realized:

· 12 September 2019, Summit V4+WB6, Prague;
· 5 November 2019, meeting on the margin of Friends of Cohesion Summit in Prague;
· 16 January, Summit V4+AT, Prague.

Activities planned:

· Summit V4+DE, Prague, TBC.
State Secretaries for EU Affairs:

Activities realized:

· 30 July 2019, informal meeting, Prague;
· 5-6  September 2019, regular meeting, Prague;
· 28 November 2019, meeting V4+France, Prague.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Foreign Ministers:

Activities realized:

· 23 September 2019, coordination on the margin of UN GA in New York;
· 2 December 2019, V4 only, Prague;

· 8 December 2019, V4+Benelux, Brussels (FAC margin).
Activities planned:

· 27 February 2020, V4+WB6, Prague;
· 13 March, V4+Germany, Prague;
· 8 April 2020, V4+Eastern Partnership, Prague;
· 22 May 2020, 20th Anniversary IVF (Globsec margin), Bratislava, SK;
· 3 June 2020, V4+NB8, Prague.
Ministry of Transport

Activities realized:

Expert meetings of departmental directors on the above topics: 

· V4 coordination meeting (3 July 2019);

· V4 combined transport working group meeting (10 July 2019);

· V4 working group on high-speed rail (13 September 2019, 13 December 2019); 

· V4+Croatia and Finland meeting on water transport (31 October 2019).
Activities planned:

· V4 Ministerial meeting on high-speed rail (10 and 11 June 2020) – a part of the programme is dedicated to a dispatching of the V4 Chess Train; 
· Expert meetings of departmental directors on the above topics: 

V4 working group on high-speed rail (6 March 2020, 19 June 2020);

      V4+South Korea meeting on Intelligent Transport Systems and Smart Cities (April 2020);

V4 meeting on current issues of road safety (20 May 2020);

· Ad hoc meetings on current issues in the EU transport policy area.   
Ministry of Finance
Activities realized:

· V4 Training Program „Equipment used for customs control for better detection –X-ray equipment and image analysis“ (September 2019).
Activities planned:

· V4(+) meetings of Deputy Ministers/departmental directors on current issues (2021-2027 Multiannual Financial Framework, coordination of economic policies, Stability and Growth Pact or other areas);

· V4 Meeting of departmental directors and experts on Financial Services Issues (first half of 2020);
· Meeting of V4 Audit authorities (second quarter of 2020);

· Ad hoc meeting on Handling of hazardous substances 2020 (first half of 2020);

· V4 Training Program „Internal security, anti-corruption measures and internal inspection activities“ (first half of 2020 – TBC).

Ministry of Culture
Activities realized:

· V4 Heritage Academy (Sustainable Ideals) (Krakow, Kroměříž, Český Krumlov, 8 -14 July 2019);

· PACE V4 conference on Changing Paradigms in Central and Eastern Europe (V4+ format); the Czech independent theatre research project: revisiting the positive ideals and hopes of the 1990s, confronting them with the present situation and the sector's development over the past 30 years) (Prague, 23 - 24 October 2019).
Activities planned:

· V4 Culture Ministers meeting (23 - 24 June 2020);

· Central European Performing Arts Industry Get Together (Olomouc, 14-17 May 2020);
· 9th Colloquium of Library and Information Experts of the V4+ Countries (Brno, 10 – 12 June 2020).
Ministry for Regional Development

Activities realized:

· Working meetings on topics such as exchange of experience on reducing the administrative burden in public procurement, public procurement; and effective use of ex-ante preventive measures in public procurement (I meeting: 3 October 2019; II Meeting: V4 meeting of the Public Procurement Working Group 26-27 November 2019);
· Workshop with V4+4 evaluation units on the post-2020 Cohesion Policy; evaluation conference (23-24 October 2019);

· Expert meeting and workshop V4+ on current and future implementation of financial instruments in cohesion policy (Prague, 11-12 November 2019);

· Workshop on Integrated Development and Smart Cities (Prague, 21 November 2019).
Activities planned:

· V4 Directors General meeting on the Cohesion Policy (April 2020);

· V4 Ministerial meeting on the 2021-2027 Cohesion Policy (May 2020);

· Conference on post-2020 territorial dimension and integrated territorial development tools (Prague, 8 April 2020);

· V4+ working round table on Smart Cities during the URBIS Smart City Fair (Brno, June 2020);

· Expert meeting on architecture and building culture policies (Prague, 6 March 2020);

· Meeting of the  Spatial planning observatory group of V4+2 Countries (Prague, April 2020);

· Series of working meetings on topics such as exchange of experience on reducing the administrative burden in public procurement, public procurement; and effective use of ex-ante preventive measures in public procurement ( III meeting: 24 March 2020);

· Workshop on the use of ESIF monitoring systems in the 2014-2020 programming period and preparation for the 2021-2027 programming period (April 2020);

· Workshop on digitisation of the building permit process (April 2020);

· Workshop on digitisation of the public procurement (April 2020);

· Working meeting of representatives of V4 national tourism authorities on issues relating to marketing  and finance (Brno, 21-22 January 2020);
· Meeting of V4 Deputy Ministers responsible for tourism and representatives of national tourism authorities to sign a Protocol on V4 cooperation in the area of tourism and a marketing plan for 2020 (Hradec Králové, 10-11 March 2020);  
· V4 Directors General meeting on Housing and State Aid (12 – 13 March 2020);

· Housing Forum 2020: Affordable Housing Improvement in V4 Countries (April 2020);

· Workshop focused on sharing good practice in the field of publicity of EU funds (March 2020);
· V4 Conference on the Reform of Building Law (23 April 2020).
Ministry of Defence
Activities realized:

· V4 Defence Ministry Policy Directors  (24 July 2019, Prague);
· V4 Chiefs of Defence (4-6 September 2019, Štiřín);

· V4 Defence Ministers (19-20 September 2019, Ostrava);
· V4 Air Force Commanders (20-22 September 2019, Ostrava);

· V4 Planning Group (29-30 October 2019, Prague);

· V4 Workshop “Strategic Review of the V4 Defence Cooperation (4 November 2019, Prague);

· V4 Senior Body (4-5 November 2019, Prague);

· V4 Logistics Principals (11-13 November 2019, Zvolen, SK);

· V4 Training, Education and Exercise Synchronisation Conference (12-13 November 2019, Olomouc); 

· V4 National Armaments Directors (10-11 December 2019, Komorní Hrádek).
Activities planned

· V4 + United Kingdom Defence Ministers (TBC, on the margins of NATO Ministerial 12-13 February 2020 Brussels);
· V4 Military Medicine Conference VIMIMED 2020 (24-28 February 2020, Prague);
· V4 Defence Ministry Policy Directors  (March/April 2020, Brussels - TBC);

· V4 Logistics Principals (March 2020, Budapest, HU);

· V4 Legal Seminar (21-23 April 2020, Prague); 

· V4 Planning Group (29-30 April 2020, Prague);

· V4 Training, Education and Exercise Synchronisation Conference (5-6 May 2020, Prague); 
· V4 + Germany + France Defence Ministers (TBC, on the margins of FAC, 12 May 2020, Brussels);
· V4 Chiefs of Defence (19-20 May 2020, Liblice);

· V4 Armament Directors (20-21 May 2020, Prague);

· V4 Senior Body  (27-28 May 2020, Štiřín);

· V4 Defence Ministers (24 June 2020).
Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs 

Activities realized:

· Senior officials meeting on future EU social policy priorities in the V4+France format  (4 October 2019, Prague); 
· V4 coordination in the Council Working Party on Social Questions in formulating Council Conclusions on “Economy of Wellbeing”;
· V4 coordination and formulation of V4 compromise proposal for the FI PRES in preparation for trialogue negotiations regarding the revision of the Regulation 883/2004 on coordination of social security schemes;
· V4 Meeting of Ministers of Labour at Employment Forum in Olomouc on 12 November 2019 –  exchanges of views on impact of digitisation and automation on the labour market and world of work and preparation of labour markets for possible future economic recession.
Activities planned:

· V4 Meeting of Ministers for family, within the Family Policy Forum on 14 – 15 May, Czech Republic (venue TBD). Possibly in V4+ format.

Ministry of Industry and Trade 

Activities realized:

· Meetings of V4 Deputy Ministers/State secretaries/Experts responsible for Innovation and Technology (14 November, 2019 Prague, PVA Letňany, E-salon; another meeting in spring 2020 TBC);
· Continuation of the 2019/2020 V4+Korea Knowledge Sharing Program on innovation (Opening workshop and high-level meeting in Prague on 24 October 2019 in Prague);
· Political consultations aimed at increasing V4+United States cooperation with focus on transatlantic trade relations (Prague, 14 January 2020).
Activities planned:

· Continuation of the 2019/2020 V4+Korea Knowledge Sharing Program on innovation Meetings in Seoul in 3/2020, Concluding workshop and high-level political dialogue  in Prague in 5/2020;

· One or two meetings of V4 State Secretaries/Deputy Economy Ministers  (possibly in wider formats depending on the topic) TBC;

· High-level Eurasian conference on connectivity and development of trade (2 June 2020); 

· V4 Innnovators in Israel Training Program (opening of the call for applications for start-ups on 20 January 2020; the organization of the program in Israel from 14 – 27 May 2020). 
The program’s budget is provided by the International Visegrad Fund (IVF) and the State of Israel;

· Conference on AI for the 21st century (TBC);
· Roundtables and expert workshops to exchange experience and examples of good practice in each priority area (R&D): Distributed ledger technologies: strategies, public projects and their financing in the EU (Prague, 27 January 2020);
· Working groups on V4 cooperation on Digital Innovation Hubs, the V4's role in  HPC technologies, Digital Single Market, and the V4's active participation in the Digital Europe programme (TBC);

· Workshops and/or consultations hosted by the Czech Permanent Mission to the OECD in Paris on digital transformation in the V4 region in context of Phase II of the OECD Going Digital project.

Promotion of smart investments in the V4 region. 

Activities realized:
· 9 October 2019, Workshop/panel discussion of V4 investment agencies at the 2019 Brno International Engineering Fair; Brno, CZ;

· Comparative study (with input from independent experts) on permit processes and permit terms and conditions for Industry 4.0 and smart investments in V4 countries.  

Developing the startup ecosystem and capital markets to encourage investment in innovation. 
Activities planned:
· Consultations with the European Commission's representatives on policies to improve the capital market (angel investment, seed finance) for innovative V4 companies; and conducting a  comparative study on the state of investment in the V4 region.
Activities planned:

· Meeting of presidents of V4 economic chambers.
Energy 

Activities realized:
· Meeting of V4 Energy Ministers on the future of nuclear energy (December 2019 in the margins of Energy Council); 
· Meeting of directors responsible for nuclear energy (Prague, September 2019);

· Presentation of IEA publications (Energy efficiency and WEO) (November 2019).
Activities planned:
· V4 nuclear energy industry roundtable;

· V4 regional cooperation on National Energy and Climate Plans;
· V4 platform for innovation in Energy (2020);
Ministry of Justice


Activities planned:

· V4 Justice Ministers conference (6 – 7 April 2020);

· Expert conference on judicial cooperation in civil matters to discuss current issues in this area, especially cross-border service of documents and taking of evidence (second quarter of 2020);

· Expert meeting of national anti-corruption coordinating bodies to discuss whistleblower protection and lobbying activities (second quarter of 2020);

· Expert meeting on the use of videoconferencing in cross-border judicial cooperation (second quarter of 2020);

· Expert meeting on issues relating to penitentiary systems (first half of 2020);

· Three expert meetings on probation, mediation and restorative justice (one meeting on October 2019, two meetings in the first quarter of 2020);

· Expert conference to discuss the issue of qualifications for judicial positions and to compare V4 national training systems for candidate judges. 

Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports

Activities realized:

· Expert meeting: language education situation in  V4 contries (focusing on promoting the Content and Language Integrated Learning) on 27 November 2019. The meeting was organized by the MEYS as a part of the Conference on Multilingualism on 28 November 2019;
· 26th session of the V4 “Olympic Hopes” steering committee (V4 experts and representatives of ministries responsible for sports, organised by the Czech Olympic Committee) (4 -5 December  2019).
Activities planned: 

· V4+Western Balkans and EaP peer-learning seminar on current challenges in national youth policies; (fist half of 2020, Prague TBC);
· V4 Ministerial conference (public sector and research community; 2 -3 April 2020, Prague).
Ministry of the Interior 
Activities realized:

· 15 – 18 October 2019, V4 Joint training of mounted police units, Trpišov;

· 21 November 2019, V4 + AT Ministerial conference on current issues relating to V4 cooperation, Prague; 

· V4 Good Government Forum: an international conference focused on public administration topics, annually organised since 2015; this time held in a broader format (V4 countries + Austria and Slovenia) and aimed an innovations in public administration, accessibility of public services, e-services or open government (4-5 December 2019, Luhačovice);
· V4 + DE + FR expert meeting on European migration and asylum policy (12 December 2019).
Activities planned

· Senior Officials Meeting of the V4 countries with Austria and United Kingdom, topic: future cooperation in area of internal security with the UK after Brexit, Prague, 30 January 2020;
· V4 Ministerial conference on current issues relating to V4 cooperation, 1st half of 2020; 

· Sending police officers to the Western Balkans, cooperating within the V4 Migration Crisis Response Mechanism (MCRM);

· Meeting of heads of migration and asylum authorities and MCRM focal points (first half of 2020);

· Meeting of heads of immigration and border police forces, and expert meeting of immigration and border police analysts: discussion on external border protection (first  half of 2020);

· V4+ expert meeting on the issue of precursors in the Czech Republic (16 – 17 March 2020);
· Workshop on the protection of soft targets: presentations of national policies, exchange of experience and good practice (first quarter of 2020);

· Meeting of V4 Directors General responsible for civil protection: the future of the Union's future Civil Protection Mechanism in the light of threats in Central Europe (April/May 2020);

· Meeting of police chiefs (27 – 28 May 2020).
Ministry of Health

Activities realized:

· V4 + WHO Expert meeting on human resources in the healthcare sector (11 September 2019);

· V4 expert meeting on pharmaceutical policy (26 September 2019);

· Expert meeting on the 11th Revision of International Classification of Diseases + IHIS CZ + WHO representatives (21 October 2019); 
· 12 November 2019, V4 Health Ministers + WHO Acting Regional Director for Europe (topics: HR in the health sector, medicine policy, V4 cooperation in WHO, other). 

Activities planned:

· Meeting of Chief Public Health Officers (February 2020);
· V4 + Conference : Future of the Oviedo Convention (4 March 2020);

· Expert meeting on Health and Environmnet in cooperation with Ministry of Environment (March 2020);

· Meeting of Heads of WHO Country Offices (March 2020);
· V4 Health Ministers meeting: taking stock of the Czech Presidency and reviewing the results of expert group meetings (May/June 2020).

Ministry of Agriculture

Activities realized:

· 3-4 October 2019, Agriculture Ministers meeting in V4+5 format with Slovenia, Bulgaria, Romania, Croatia, and Austria;

· 3 October 2019, 1st of expert level BIOEAST committees meetings.
Activities planned:

· 30 March – 1 April 2020, V4+5 Agriculture Ministers meeting in the margin of the TECHAGRO fair, Brno.
Ministry of Environment

Activities realized:

· 5 - 6 November 2019, CITES Workshop for experts from V4 environment ministries, inspectorates and customs authorities, Prague.
Activities planned:
· V4+ expert seminar on air quality (12 March, Brussels);

· V4+ expert seminar on light pollution (14 May 2019, Prague);

· 30thEnvironment Ministers meeting in V4+5 format with Bulgaria, Romania, Slovenia, Croatia and Austria (28 – 29 May 2020, Modrá).

Administration of State Material reserves  

Activities planned:

· Workshop for representatives of authorities administering government material reserves, Interior and Foreign Ministries and possibly other V4 authorities (tentatively May 2020);

· Workshop on oil security comprising representatives of the relevant governmental bodies of the V4 countries, their central stockholding entities, representatives of oil transport and petrochemical industry and representatives of IEA.
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