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Mr President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a true honour for me to address this distinguished audience today on this 

solemn occasion of the 75th anniversary of the end of the Second World War in 

Europe.   

The 8th of May 1945 brought to us, Central Europeans, the end of the war and 

suffering. However, it failed to bring along democracy, respect for human rights 

and rule of law, values that many of those who fought on the battlefields of the 

Second World War cherished. That is why we see this anniversary in the context of 

other important events that we celebrated last year:  the Velvet Revolution of 1989 

that brought down the communist rule in former Czechoslovakia, 20 years of our 

membership in NATO and 15 years since we joined the EU. Only by achieving 

those milestones, we managed to fully embrace the greatness of the V-Day in May 

1945.  

Ten years ago, at the 65
th
 anniversary of the end of the World War II the late 

President Václav Havel observed, I quote: “It appears to me that while 

commemorating this anniversary, we should first and foremost realize just how 

easily people in their thousands would go and murder each other. It’s 

incomprehensible, it’s surprising and, yet, it can happen. Therefore, I believe that 

fostering international cooperation in any manner is important, perhaps even more 

important than may seem at first sight, because that danger might be dormant right 

below the surface with us not realizing it or underestimating it.” End of quote.  



Ten years on, we are bound to admit that the daemons of the past are back. The 

world is turning into a rather nasty, competitive place, where territories of UN 

Member States are being carved out by those neighbours that happen to feel more 

powerful. A place where geopolitics, great power rivalry, realpolitik and disrespect 

for international law have apparently become a rule rather than an exception. A 

place where the State’s responsibility to protect its own citizens and their human 

rights has become a concept under a serious threat. In these very days, we are 

facing blatant attempts to make use of today’s anniversary to attack the freedom of 

expression and other democratic principles.  

We need to work against these phenomena decisively and we need to work against 

them way before they actually happen. The enormous human and economic costs 

of the Second World War, including the unique monstrosity of Holocaust, serve as 

a stark reminder that prevention is the best solution to conflicts. Once the conflict 

has started, we, as an international community, have already failed. We thus fully 

support the Secretary-General in his efforts to reshape the UN towards effective 

prevention of conflicts, including through mediation and building resilience of 

countries around the world. There is nothing to be built anew. The work of several 

generations of true statesmen and civil servants has formed solid international 

structures, based on the UN Charter, to protect the humanity, universal human 

rights and civil liberties. These provide us with an ample array of guiding 

principles and effective tools to stand up for our values just as bravely and 

fearlessly as our ancestors did when fighting for freedom 75 years ago. We owe it 

to them. 

I thank you. 


