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Prehistory: Czechoslovak legions and Latvian riflemen: Siberia
1918-20

Československý vlak Orlík na 
sibiřské magistrále.

Legionáři na stráži

Czechoslovak legions: fightining
against bolsheviks in 
Siberia: Cooperation with some
Estonian emmigrants (Marta 
Remelgas).
Back to Europe together!



Czechoslovak policy between Russian
visions and Baltic reality

• President T. G. Masaryk & E. Beneš
• Masaryk's idea of the democratic federalized Russia (New 

Europe)
• Restrained stance towards the Baltic states (support against

Germany but not against Russia)
• Winter/spring 1920/21: The collapse of illusions about the 

fall of the Bolsheviks
• 1921 Conception of gradual economic and political

penetration in  Russia – Baltic gates for Russian market 
• X the first Czechoslovak prime minister K. Kramář: Slavic 

conception – restauration of Russian empire. Kramář in 
opposition.



Recognition with hesitation
Summer- autumn 1921: Intensification of 
diplomatic pressure in Prague = making of Baltic
„lobby“ – social democrats, agrarians.
• September 1921 Membership in the League of

Nations
• Intervention of President Masaryk succesful
• Final recognition de iure 29th December 1921 
• Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, diplomatic note

from January 5 1921.



Tomáš Garrigue Masaryk (1850-1937) a Edvard Beneš (1884-
1948)



Czechoslovak- Estonian interwar
relations 

• Since 1921 Czechoslovak consul in Tallinn,
• 1927/28 chargé d´affaires, envoy residing in Warsaw. 

Jaroslav Lípa (Czechoslovak chargé d´affaires to Latvia, 
since 1935 envoy to Latvia and Estonia; residing in Riga.

• 1927 trade treaty. Problems of trade imbalance← 
Permanent surplus of Czechoslovak trade.

• Baltic Entente welcomed as an factor of stability.
• 1935 Czechoslovakia – France – Soviet Union alliance x 

Baltic Entente ↗ neutrality 1938.
• Neither Czechoslovakia (German occupation March

1939) nor Estonia (Soviet occupation June 1940) 
succeeded!



Jaroslav Lípa (Czechoslovak chargé 
d´affaires, since 1935 envoy to Latvia

and Estonia, residing in Riga.



Munich 1938 in Estonian cartoon



Czechs and Estonians in perestroika
time

• Semiotist, literary scientist and writer V. Macura –
1975 the Baltic Union (Baltský svaz)

= unformal group of translaters, writers, bohemians
• Macura´s relations with Tartu University and Estonian

writes and poets
• 1987 visit of writer Arvo Valton in Prague - V. Havel
• Paradox of perestroika: press freedom in Estonia x 

communist censorship and persecution of opposition in 
Czechoslovakia till November 1989

• Eesti Rahvarinne and Union of Writers – protests
aganist imprisonment of V. Havel in March 1989

• 29. 5. 1989 interview of journalist Marianne Mikko
with V. Havel for Estonian broadcasting



Charta 77 – open letter to H. Kohl, the 26th May 1989 
with appeal to annuel consequences and support self-

determination of the Baltic nations



Baltic Way, 23th August 1989



V. Macura – demonstration at
Wenceslaus square 1990



The Singing revolution in the Baltics and Velvet 
Revolution in Czechoslovakia

Civic activities: Demonstrations in support of the Baltic 
republics on Wenceslaus Square in Prague: May 1990



Re-establishment of Czechoslovak-Estonian
diplomatic relations: Soviet shadow

• Visit of E. Savisaar in Prague in January 1990 – ER-
OF declaration – shared values and support

• Policy of principles or Realpolitik?
• President Havel´s invitation to Prague for

Gorbachev and Landsbergis to settle dispute. 
• 30-31 May 1990 Landsbergis – Havel in Prague
• Conception of gradual steps for support of

Lithuania and other Baltic republics
• V. Havel´ s support of the Baltic participation in  

CSCE (later OSCE) in Paris in December 1990  x 
Gorbachev. Baltic question international, not 
Soviet internal matter! = First discrepancy
between Czechoslovak and Soviet policy



Eesti Rahvarinne – Občanské fórum – the first contacts – E. 
Savisaar´s s visit in Prague -declaration of the 18th January

1990 – shared values back to Europe + support!



Final recognition: the Baltic question
and Soviet pressure

• Bloody January in Vilnius and Riga – protest 
demonstrations in Prague, Havel and government - sharp
critics of Soviet intervention.

• Support of Gorbachev or the Baltic independence? Support 
of peaceful way not power solution! 

• February 1991 Visegrad group established (CZ, Poland, 
Hungary) 

• The Baltic group in CZ Parliament –direct contacts and 
monitoring in Lithuania in February 1991

Soviet pressure → x Havel and CZ government- long term 
process of Baltic independence.
• De jure recognition of the Baltic states 29th August 1991.



Reestablishment of diplomatic relations between
Czechoslovakia na Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, 8th 

September 1991



Restauration of diplomatic relations meeting 
on 8th September 1991 in Tallinn

• Lithuanian minister of foreign affaires A. Saudargas,
• Czechoslovak minister of foreign affaires J. Dienstbier,
• Latvian vice-minister of foreign affaires M. Virsis, 
• Estonian minister of foreign affaires L. Meri


