[image: image1.png]CZECH REPUBLIC

DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION





[image: image2.png]Beslfl gcos) The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature
ﬁ“u's'é"‘,:.’ helping nature.... helping people




P R E S S    R E L E A S E
Official Opening of The Paper Recycling Workshop in Azraq
Al Azraq - Under the Patronage of H.E. Dr. Ivana Holoubkova, Ambassador of the Czech Republic to the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, and in cooperation with Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature (RSCN), presented by Director General, Mr. Yehya Khaled, the official opening of the Paper Recycling Workshop Project in Al-Azraq took place on Monday the 25th of January, 2010, a project executed by RSCN for the benefit of the local community in Al-Azraq.  From the point of view of the Czech Ambassador H.E. Dr. Ivana Holoubkova, this project is considered one of the successful examples of the mutual cooperation in the field of socio-economical development between the two friendly countries; the Czech Republic and Jordan.  The Czech Republic contribution to this project is US$25,000, which included the funding needed for the supply of the shredder machine, the electric dryer, the mixer, the carton cutting machine, the various molds, the gas stove, the containers and tanks, as well as the cooking pot, etc.
Established in 1966, RSCN is a non-profit government organization devoted to the protection and care of Jordan’s wild plants, animals and natural landscapes.  RSCN is responsible for the management of Jordan’s nature reserves, and conservation of Jordan’s bio-diversity and its integrated socio-economical development.  RSCN works tenaciously on attracting public support for its programs directed on the conservation of nature and environment in Jordan and in the neighboring Arab countries. RSCN has been acclaimed internationally for its pioneering conservation of nature projects and programs that integrally works hand in hand with the socio-economical development of the local community benefiting from these programs and projects.  RSCN continuously undertakes a multitude of initiatives promoting conservation of nature and the philosophy of nature reserves.
In that context, the financing of the Paper Recycling Workshop Project by the Czech Republic through the Embassy of the Czech Republic in Amman, gave the idea of the paper recycling solution and workshop of the paper and carton waste generated from both RSCN’s Manual Packaging Workshop in Al-Azraq, as well as the paper waste that is being collected from the various offices of RSCN.
For further information:  www.mzv.cz/amman
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The Paper Recycling Workshop in Azraq
Project Background:

The project was established in Al-Azraq as part of the crafts economical projects undertaken by RSCN.  Works commenced at this project on the 6th of May 2009, the signing date of the Funding Agreement between the Embassy of the Czech Republic and RSCN in Jordan.
The Czech funding was used to establish and operate the workshop as well as create new jobs for local women. At the beginning of 2010, the project is considered self-efficient and is able to fund itself through its revenue and its production capacity.
The goals of the project reflect the increasing demand for recycled products in Jordan. Although the environmental awareness among people is on the rise, such projects are still rare in Jordan. 
The project was established using the infrastructure readily available for other local workshops in Al-Azraq: required work space, electricity, and water. In addition to the availability of the raw materials in form of waste from the already existing RSCN’s Manual Packaging Project in Al-Azraq, the paper waste was provided from RSCN through its office paper waste collections. Thus, the women employed in this project re-utilize the paper waste from RSCN’s Azraq Packaging Project and produce a diversity of marketable products such as recycled paper, cartons that may be re-used at the Manual Packaging Project, handicrafts and various decoration items that use recycled paper as a base for its production.
The project contributes to poverty alleviation in the Azraq region through the provision of suitable job opportunities for local women and helps improve the well-being of local people. At the same time it enhances the awareness of the recycling concept among the local community and wider Jordanian society. 

Project Important Facts:

· Pioneering project in Jordan, since Jordan lacks such projects with the increase of the demand for paper and recycled paper products.

· Creation of jobs for women in the local community.

· Environmentally friendly project as it raises public awareness for the environment.
· Sustainable development project, i.e. the equipment and tools stay with the local community ensuring the continuity of their work.

· An example for the friendly cooperation between the Czech Republic and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan on socio-economical development and environmental issues.
