Excelencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Dear guests,

I have the privilege to welcome you at the premises of the Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs to address a most unpleasant issue – that of antisemitism, the world´s oldest species of hatred and resentment, still alive and kicking in the entire OSCE region.
I would like to thank Rabbi Andrew Baker, the Personal Representative of the OSCE Chairman for combating antisemitism, as well as the OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, for organizing this conference.

Ladies and gentlemen,
It is deeply embarrassing that we have to deal with the problem of antisemitism 66 years after the defeat of Nazi Germany. Current antisemitism may appear as old poison in new bottles. While the bottles are not always new, the content is as deadly as ever before. In line with the general rise of hatred and hostility in European societies, antisemitism is very much alive in the 21st century - in countries formerly under the communist rule as well as in Western Europe. 

As we know from history, antisemitism arises not from experience or historical facts, but from itself. The antisemite, afraid „of himself, of his own consciousness, of his own liberty, of his instincts, of his responsibilities, of solitariness, of change, of society, and the world”, has in fact always been „a coward who does not want to admit his cowardice to himself.” 

As there are less and less direct witnesses of the extermination of European Jewry during the Second World War, the Holocaust is passing from memory to history. In countries with small Jewish communities like the Czech Republic, the passion for hate is often manifested by attacking the memory of the dead. This is manifested in attacks against Jewish cemeteries as well as by denying the Holocaust. Swastikas are painted on tombstones in remote locations, words questioning the largest genocide of the past century are posted anonymously in internet discussions. Regardless of their form, these attacks on memory are intended to do harm to living people, and they do cause pain to those who survived the Holocaust. It is important to point out that they are being directed not only against the Jewish community but also against the Roma, Sinti and other groups of victims of Nazism. 
In the Berlin Declaration adopted by the last OSCE conference on antisemitism in 2004, the participating states expressed their commitment to promoting education for combating antisemitism and about the Holocaust as well as about the importance of respect for all ethnic and religious groups. The OSCE States are also committed to collecting reliable information about antisemitic crimes and other hate crimes in their territory, to reporting such information periodically to ODIHR and making it available to the public.

Since the Berlin Conference in 2004, our world has changed in many ways. Let me mention two decisive points.

A) With Web 2.0, the revolution in information technologies has passed into another stage. The amount of information shared by users of Facebook and Twitter has become practically impossible to follow. A war is being fought at this moment at the battlefields called social networks and blogs. In this battle for freedom, civil rights and democracy against hatred, intolerance and bigotry, the means at the disposal of States and their authorities are necessarily limited. Without an active involvement of civil society, the war against antisemitism and other forms of racism and xenophobia cannot be won.

B) A part of the discussion tomorrow will be devoted to „International Developments as a New Factor Related to Manifestations of Antisemitism”. Looking back at European history, we can clearly see this factor is not quite new. In my country, links to a „Zionist conspiracy” played a key role in the largest show trial of the Stalinist era. Recently, we have seen that a wave of violence against Jewish people and property has occurred in Western Europe after the Israeli operation in Gaza on the turn of 2008 and 2009. Let me express very clearly that international developments or political issues, including those related to Israel and the Middle East, never justify antisemitism. Neither can they ever justify hatred against Muslims, Arabs or any other group of people. In this respect, the OSCE participating States as well as civil society and religious organizations must do their best to promote a culture of tolerance and dialogue. I believe this must include the acceptance of some core values, such as respect for the fellow human being regardless of his or her race, ethnicity or religion. A true dialogue between religions and cultures – including a dialogue between Jews and Muslims – is a vital necessity in the 21st century Europe. Such a dialogue must stem from a mutual interest on the part of civil society and religious organisations in the OSCE States, rather than from governmental and ministerial declarations.

It remains a key task for OSCE participating States to enact legislation to combat hate crimes, providing for effective penalties that take into account the enormous danger of these crimes which may target the very foundation of each society. All hate crimes, whether motivated by hatred against Jews, Muslims, Christians, sexual minorities or any other identity groups, need to be investigated without delay. Law enforcement must treat manifestations of antisemitism and other types of hostility directed against a group of people as such and not as ordinary acts of violence or „hooliganism”. Motives emerging from hostility have to be acknowledged and publicly condemned by the authorities and political leaders. 

Ladies and gentlemen,

as a Czech contribution to this conference that has been organized by the OSCE, let me invite you all to a presentation by representatives of Czech organizations involved in combating antisemitism as well as in Holocaust remembrance and education, including the Prague-based European Shoah Legacy Institute. The presentation will take place on Friday at the Jewish Museum in Prague. 
I wish you all a good conference.

