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Thank you, Madame President.
The Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement. 

We wish to thank the High Commissioner for her report. We take note of the cooperation between Venezuela and the OHCHR, as well as of the provided access to the country. We call on Venezuela to fully cooperate with the Fact-finding Mission established by this Council.
Madam High Commissioner,

The democratic and civic space in Venezuela is shrinking. The chances of free, fair and credible elections are diminishing. We are particularly concerned about the documented restrictions to freedoms of opinion and expression, peaceful assembly and association, and the right of participation in public affairs. The Venezuelan regime has continued to restrict the civic and democratic space in the run-up to the electoral process. We are equally worried about the continued intimidation and public defamation of journalists and human rights defenders. 
Observed pattern of unlawful arrests, arbitrary detentions and violations to due process guarantees against individuals on the grounds of their alleged involvement in actions to destabilize the Government raise our concern. The right to a fair trial must be guaranteed even in states of emergency or in matters of national security. The allegations of torture and ill-treatment are worrisome.
Venezuela is in a situation of a protracted and multifactorial social and economic crisis.  We are deeply worried about the current humanitarian situation aggravated by the pandemic. 5 million Venezuelan refugees and migrants are seeking safety abroad, mostly in neighbouring countries.
Madame High Commissioner, establishing of an OHCHR office in the country is an effective means to assist Venezuela in tackling the human rights challenges. What are the concrete steps necessary /that need to be taken at this moment to facilitate its establishment?
To conclude, we would like to emphasize that ensuring the human rights of all Venezuelans must be at the centre of a negotiated and peaceful solution.

Thank you.
