Excellences, 

Deputy Ministers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is my honour and pleasure to welcome you all here and to thank you for visiting the Czernin Palace on this very special occasion that may prove to be a truly important moment in the history of the free and independent Czech Republic. Today, I would like to present to you Mr. Vladimír Dlouhý, Czech official candidate for the post of Secretary General of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). The Government decided on this last March, but today we are launching the official campaign. 

Let me start with giving you some background on this step. The Czech Republic joined the OECD 25 years ago as the first country of the Central and Eastern Europe region. At that time, we perceived this as a sign of an appreciation for our successful economic transition from a centrally planned economy to a market one. The OECD thus became a first truly important Western organization that accepted us as a full-fledged member. We joined the family of economically developed countries of the world, but also got a proof that we were on the right track in our transformation. 

I would even dare to say that a major historical injustice was corrected this way – in 1947 then Czechoslovakia was forced by Stalin to reject its participation in the Marshall plan. For several following decades, we ended up on the wrong side of the Iron Curtain without any chance to cooperate with the OEEC or later OECD. 

The OECD membership is not only prestigious for us, but it also brings positive results.  We successfully completed our economic transformation into export-oriented and industrially developed country in quite a short period after the fundamental political changes. For the last 25 years, we have been relying on the vast expertise and lessons-learned accumulated in the OECD over decades. We also appreciate its importance for global trade and its dissemination of good practices. I believe that at the same time, we contributed to common understanding of the transformation processes in newly freed economies. 

Since the time of joining the OECD, we have been actively promoting its values and standards. This includes market economy, free trade, fair competition, pluralist democracy and respect for civil and human rights. Through OECD recommendations and instruments, we were able to optimize our political and taxation system. We have set the domestic rules for competition and strengthened the fight against corruption. We have made great progress in environmental protection, education and other areas. 

In promoting basic values and principles of the organization, we stress the need for its effective functioning and management in accordance with the priorities of the member states. We also care about further development of its key competencies, strengthening its relevance and position at the global arena. 

During the period of our membership in the OECD, we have achieved numerous institutional goals, including the election for the post of the Vice-Chair of the OECD Council in 2005 and 2015. From July 2017 to January 2020, the Czech Republic successfully chaired the Budget Committee, one of the three OECD´s Standing Committees. During this presidency, the Czech Republic managed to build a good reputation by consistently promoting principles of transparency, efficiency and budgetary accountability.

For all these reasons, I hereby announce that we – as an OECD Member State - would like to aspire to the highest management position. It is my honour to inform you that the Government of the Czech Republic has nominated Mr. Vladimír Dlouhý as a candidate for the post of Secretary General of the OECD.

I am convinced that Mr. Dlouhý is highly qualified and has all the necessary qualities to run for this post. He participated directly in the process of transformation and all the decisive social changes of this country. I believe that he is a real expert and ready to put all his all his experience and skills at the service of the organization as well as to build upon the achievements of the current leadership and all the successful international cooperation. 

Mr. Dlouhý is a strong and respected leader with experience in the executive and international business. He is currently the President of the Czech Chamber of Commerce and the Deputy President of EUROCHAMBRES. He is also a member of the National Economic council, the Czech Government’s key economic advisory board established to mitigate the consequences of the COVID-19 crisis.

The OECD musts now, more than ever, persist in spreading its values, standards and best practises around the world, and in maintaining a strong transatlantic link. Just as the European Recovery Program – the official name of the Marshall Plan – managed to overcome the ruins caused by the World War II, we are now in a difficult period of global chaos and in a dire need of new recovery. The world experiences a major decline in the economic performance and living standards. Our previous experience teaches us that we must face these challenges together. The OECD seems to be the most suitable vehicle for our path to full recovery.

One of the main pillars of current economy are the information technologies, so let me recall one special moment in this context: the former American president Ronald Reagan said in 1989 in London that international revolution in communication technology had unleashed an irrepressible march towards democracy in the Communist world, bringing nearer the collapse of totalitarianism. Within a short time, the history proved him right. Unfortunately, today, we cannot overlook the fact that totalitarian thinking is far from gone. Moreover, totalitarian regimes have learned to use the very same communication technology to control their own citizens and to try to destabilize our own societies through dissemination of fake news and in other ways. The OECD is a place where the democratic world has to join forces to combat this. The OECD Council Recommendation on Artificial Intelligence is exactly the right answer.

This was just an example how the world has changed since the OECD was founded. New global challenges like climate change, aging, employment and education, digital economy, or international taxation system have to be in the center of our attention. We fully support the work OECD does in these areas and we actively participate. We very much value the Horizontal Projects that deal with these complex problems and we have even provided voluntary contributions to support the work in digital area.

Last but not least we see the role of the OECD in development assistance and partnerships as more important now than ever. The consequences of the Covid pandemic in the developing countries present a new kind of responsibility to us, members of the OECD. Again, I am pleased to inform you that this year we provide a voluntary contribution to support the work of the Development Assistance Committee, with a special focus on COVID-19 response and its evaluation. A systematic use of lessons learned from our own transition processes represents a valuable asset in the current stabilisation efforts.




Ladies and gentlemen,

Currently, the global economy faces an unprecedented challenge that will trigger fundamental changes in our economies and societies. It is obvious that continuing with business as usual is no longer possible. 
I am sure that, when you get the full opportunity to learn more about Mr. Vladimír Dlouhý’s career and expertise, you will recommend to your governments that they support this candidate. 

Thank you for your attention.

