
 

                                                                                             

 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

The 20th anniversary of the accession of the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland to 

NATO 

 

 

It has been 20 years since the Czech Republic, Hungary and Poland joined NATO. The 

membership in this most powerful political and military alliance in the world not only 

provided security guarantees in the form of Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, but also 

led to an increase in the region’s position and significance on the international stage. 

 

NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, founded in 1949, is one of the most effective 

and the most powerful military alliances in the history of the world. It brings together 29 

countries from Europe and North America and serves as a guarantor of freedom, peace, and 

security. The foundation of NATO lies in the "one for all, all for one" principle. It means that 

in case of attack on one of the NATO member states, it is an attack on the entire alliance. The 

countries, which joined NATO 20 years ago, have benefited from the efforts of the Alliance to 

preserve transatlantic peace through cooperation and security and at the same time they have 

offered their help on multiple occasions to further the objectives of NATO.  

 

Immediately after the Czech Republic joined NATO, the Czech Army became involved in the 

KFOR mission in Kosovo and it has been active in NATO missions in Afghanistan since May 

2002 when the 6th Field Hospital was deployed. The most significant contribution to the 

common alliance effort dates back to March 2008, when the Provincial Reconstruction Team 

of the Czech Republic started to develop and revitalise the Afghan province of Logar. The Air 

Forces of the Czech Army regularly participate in NATO missions to protect the airspace of 

countries that do not have air force fighters. The history of the Czech Republic´s membership 

in NATO was written in indelible letters by the Czech Army General, Petr Pavel. As the first 

General of the former Eastern Bloc, he served as the Chairman of the NATO Military 

Committee between 2015 and 2018. 

 

Hungary provided significant contribution to the Alliance even during the accession process 

to stabilise Bosnia-Herzegovina. The country testified its commitment to the Organisation 

immediately after its accession following the outbreak of the Kosovan crisis and participated 

actively in the KFOR mission. Moreover, Hungary continues to support the enlargement of the 

NATO and the Euro-Atlantic integration of the Western Balkan countries. Since 2003, the 

country has committed itself to support the international endeavors in Afghanistan and Iraq, 



highlighting that Hungary does not only benefit from, but also contributes to the common 

security of both NATO and the European Union. 

 

At present, Hungary’s role in strategic air transport is particularly important, since the Pápa Air 

Base hosts three of the C-17 Globemasters and the NFIU (NATO Force Integration Unit) also 

moved to Székesfehérvár two years ago. 

 

Poland is a credible key ally, which not only benefits from the NATO security guarantees, but 

also provides security for other ally countries. Poland has been involved in numerous NATO 

missions and operations ever since 1996. Even before Poland became a full NATO member, it 

actively supported crisis response operations IFOR and SFOR in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

(1996-2004). Poland actively participates in many NATO initiatives, for instance by sending 

its contingents to Latvia, as part of enhance Forward Presence, and to Romania, as part of 

tailored Forward Presence. Since 2004, Poland has taken part in the Baltic Air Policing mission, 

which aims at patrolling and preventing the violation of the airspace of Estonia, Lithuania and 

Latvia.  

 

Obtaining full readiness for action by the Multinational Division North East is the most 

important operational task achieved by Poland last year. The Multinational Division North East 

coordinates activities of enhance Forward Presence, based in the Baltic States and Poland, and 

it is ready to carry out collective defence operations in accordance with the Art. 5 of the 

Washington Treaty. The location of the Division in Poland is a sign of NATO’s trust in the 

Polish Armed Forces.  

 

In 2016, Poland hosted the Warsaw Summit - the 27th formal meeting of the heads of state and 

heads of government of NATO members. At the meeting, key decisions regarding the Alliance's 

policies, challenges and future actions were made, for instance regarding Russian actions in 

Ukraine and the migration crisis.  
 

The NATO family marks the 70th Anniversary of the signing of the Washington Treaty on 4 

April 2019 and seven decades of transatlantic cooperation. Leading up to the commemorations, 

on 12 March it will celebrate the 20th membership anniversary of the Czech Republic, Hungary 

and Poland. The joining of the Alliance will be honored also in London to demonstrate NATO’s 

unity and how NATO allies continue to work together to address the challenges of tomorrow 

and to secure the future of their citizens. On 12 March, ambassadors of the countries that joined 

the North Atlantic Alliance in 1999, Ambassador of the Republic of Poland Arkady Rzegocki, 

Ambassador of Hungary Kristóf Szalay-Bobrovniczky, Czech Ambassador Libor Sečka and 

General Nicholas Patrick Carter, KCB, CBE, DSO, ADC Gen, Chief of the Defence Staff of 

the British Army, will meet at the National Museum Army in London to host an official 

reception.  

 

Speaking about the anniversary, Czech Ambassador Libor Sečka said: Our world is changing 

and NATO is changing with it. But some things remain unchanged: our commitment to one 

another endures, giving us the strength to overcome our differences and rise to any challenge. 

I firmly believe, NATO will remain a pillar of stability in an uncertain world for the next 

generations. 

 

Hungarian Ambassador Kristóf Szalay-Bobrovniczky said: Hungary felt honored to join NATO 

in 1999, the mightiest military organization of the world, supported by 85 percent of the 

population in a referendum. For us, a new era started twenty years ago, Hungary regained its 



place in the Euro-Atlantic Alliance looking forward to secure a peaceful future for future 

generations. 

 

Polish Ambassador Arkady Rzegocki stated: NATO has been a creator of international peace 

and security for the last 70 years. Poland’s commitment and contribution to NATO missions 

and operations have made us a credible, reliable and active member. What is more, United 

Kingdom is a key ally of Poland in NATO. The treaty on cooperation in the field of security and 

defence, which was signed by our governments in 2017, is a clear confirmation of both parties' 

strong will to develop close cooperation based on common history, values and interests, 

including those related to strengthening of the NATO defence. 

 

The ceremony will be opened with the anthems of the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and 

the United Kingdom, followed by the Ambassadors’ speeches and an official reception to 

celebrate the anniversary. Many distinguished guests have been invited to the event to celebrate 

this important day, some of them include: ambassadors, defence attaches, military personnel 

and representatives of governmental and non-governmental organisations, e.g. the Foreign 

Office, the Department for International Trade, the Ministry of the Defence and think tanks as 

well as  Director of the National Army Museum. 

 

RELATED INFORMATION: 

 

The official celebration will take place on 12 March 2019, 6.30pm-8.30pm at the National 

Army Museum, Royal Hospital Rd, Chelsea, London SW3 4HT. 

 

For further details, please contact:  

 

Jana Čechlovská  

Embassy of the Czech Republic 

26 Kensington Palace Gardens  

London W8 4QY  

Phone: (44) 20 7243 7985 

jana_cechlovska@mzv.cz  

 

Anikó Zsebik 

Embassy of Hungary 

35 Eaton Place 

London SW1X 8BY  

Phone: (44) 020 7201 3452 

AZsebik@mfa.gov.hu 

 

Kinga Kuchta 

Embassy of the Republic of Poland in London 

47 Portland Place 

London WB1 1JH  

Phone: +44 20 7291 3534 

Kinga.Kuchta@msz.gov.pl 
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