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Mr President,  
 
The Czech Republic supports the statement delivered by the European Union. 

We wish to thank the Special Rapporteur for providing us with highly relevant 
information on the situation of human rights in Myanmar/Burma. We regret to hear 
that the space for civil society and freedom of the press and the media has been 
shrinking since your last visit. 
 
With regard to your latest report, the Czech Republic is disconcerted by the reports 
that not only there are still political prisoners remaining in detention but that there 
are new prisoners of conscience and many more are awaiting trial on politically 
motivated charges.  
 
Madam Special Rapporteur, could you please elaborate more on the numbers of 
new political prisoners, including detained human rights defenders and journalists, 
as well as on the type of activities for which they have been arrested?  
 
The continued harassment of journalists, civil society activists and protesters worries 
us immensely. We urge the government of Myanmar/Burma to refrain from the 
excessive use of force against peaceful protesters, be they students, rural farmers or 
others, as we have recently witnessed in Letpadan. In this respect, we invite you, 
Madam Special Rapporteur, to call upon the government of Myanmar/Burma to 
properly investigate the violent events in Letpadan in order to make those 
responsible for the violent crackdown accountable. 
 
Finally, Madam Special Rapporteur, the Czech Republic fully supports the large 
number of recommendations you have made concerning the necessary legislative 
changes in Myanmar/Burma and share your concerns about the proposed bills that 
may legitimize discrimination against religious and ethnic minorities and women in 
particular. We encourage the government of Myanmar/Burma to enact the necessary 
constitutional and electoral reforms in order to enable free, fair and inclusive 
elections.  
 
Madam Special Rapporteur, we would like to wish you all the best in executing your 
important mandate.  
 
Thank you. 


