43th Session of the Human Rights Council

Item 4 - Interactive Dialogue with Special Rapporteur 

on the situation of human rights in Myanmar

10 March 2020
Statement of the Czech Republic

Madam President,

The Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement and would like to add a few national remarks. 

We would like to stress our continuous support of the Special Rapporteur’s mandate and express our hope that cooperation with Myanmar’s authorities will be reinstated. 
Madam Special Rapporteur, 
Thank you for your outstanding work throughout the years and the latest report.
We share your concern about the rising number of politically motivated arrests and unjust prosecutions. Human rights activists such as lawyer Kyi Myint, Captain Nay Myo Zin and poet Saw Way are being charged for defamation while exercising their right to freedom of expression. Members of the Peacock Generation are repeatedly prosecuted and imprisoned for the same acts at different courts. We call on the Myanmar authorities to end this practice and to repeal the restrictive laws. 
Madam Special Rapporteur, 

What can be done to prevent Myanmar authorities from persecuting its critics, especially in the context of the upcoming elections?
To conclude, the Czech Republic welcomes the work of the Independent Investigative Mechanism for Myanmar (IIMM) and supports its efforts towards ensuring justice and improving the situation of persons belonging to minorities, including the Rohingyas. We stand ready to assist the Government of Myanmar in the complicated process of the democratic transition.
Thank you. 
