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Statement by the Czech Republic 

The Czech Republic aligns itself with the EU statement.  

The space for civil society in Russia is closing. We call on Russia to ensure fair trial and rigorously investigate any complaints of illtreatment and allegations of fabrications in cases heard before the military courts. The recent Penza court ruling on the “Network” clearly demonstrates the abuse of counterterrorism laws to silence critics and deny fundamental human rights. We remain concerned over the human rights violations and abuses in the occupied Crimean Peninsula and reiterate our call to release all political prisoners such as Emir-Usain Kuku, Dzhemil Gafarov, Server Mustafayev. We further call on the Russian authorities to ensure that recently proposed constitutional amendments are in full compliance with its international commitments.
In China, the economic development is yet to be matched with the progress on human rights and the rule of law. The international community has been calling on China to halt systematic restrictions on human rights, be it in Xinjiang or Tibet. In this regard, we would welcome the increased role of the Office of the High Commissioner. We are concerned over the growing restrictions on access to information and the crackdown on citizen-journalists not least during the health crisis. We regret to reiterate our call for the immediate release of human rights defenders, lawyers, journalists and academics such as Yu Wensheng, Xu Zhangrun, Tiyip Tashpolat, Ilham Tohti, Huang Qi or Chen Qiushi. 
We urge the Government of Venezuela to halt and remedy the grave violations of human rights, such as arbitrary detentions, torture and extrajudicial killings. We condemn any acts against the functioning of the democratically elected National Assembly. We urge the Venezuelan judiciary to guarantee the right to a fair trial, including in the case (of the alleged attempted assassination of President Maduro) in which charges were brought against Juan Requesens, National Assembly Representative.

Reported ill-treatment and prosecutions of protesters in Nicaragua raise our concerns. The Government must end the persistent repression of dissent, including arbitrary arrests, and refrain from criminalizing human rights defenders.
We are deeply concerned by reported continued, systematic and violent repression of the right of peaceful assembly, including through firing of live ammunition against demonstrators, in Iran. 
In Iraq, we are gravely concerned about the recurrent cases of disproportionate use of force - including live ammunition - by security forces against demonstrators.
There are worrying developments in Libya with a serious impact on civilians, including due to indiscriminate air attacks on civilian infrastructure and densely populated residential areas. We therefore urge all parties to the conflict to de-escalate the situation and return to the political process. We call on the warring parties to fully respect international law.

We remain deeply concerned by gross human rights violations in the DPRK. With regard to Myanmar/Burma and Syria we refer to our statements in the respective interactive dialogues.

