Czech Republic Backed Korea’s Independence

By &ang Hyin-iyung
Staff Reportsr

Czech Bepuhlic .-'l.,111lr1-.-; vl wo Eoren Jaroslyr Olan
said Fridaas that i :Lml.u veold frcedship Detwoen twn
independant fi fighters of Korea and his country bas
paved the way o corrent extensive Korea-Czech rela-
tians.

The: ambassader shaved the unknown story with The
Korea Tines ahead of Korea's comimemoration of the
Sth anniversary of the March 1t Independence Move-
et Sunday.

The envoy seid Yeo Lin-hyaong (188619470, u ke 40
arganizer of the peacciol ant-Japaness damonstrations
i 19149, had sympathetic contact with Czech military
leadar Hadols Gajdea.

Back I 19 1%, wien the twao loaders ot topether for the

first time, in Viadivostol, the sitnations Being the twe

colniries were identical — they were striving for inds-
]:usndmm,

“Yeo_ who was then based in Shangh, traveled all e
sy 1o thie Russian alty aolely to mneat the Crech military
leader who was six peurs younger than him,” said the
ambassador

Gajda was e supreme commander of thie bigmest
armed foree in Crechoslovakin based in ¥ladivostok.

Charles Crane, then-CLS, Prosident Woodeos Wilson's
trusted advisor, was a vlose fend of Yoo and encours
ageed the Kovean activat o meet Gajda in orderto guin

Czech Repuldic Ambassadar 1 Korea Jarslay Olsa

wizdom from his elfocs,

Crinn was 4 supporter of independones movements all
ayer the world,

The Crechomilitary lgader welcomed the Korean
activist, Yot hig matives for teeating him so nicely were
litthe Known, Bul we con only suess that Gajda had
anmie personal aympathy toward Yeo who, ke bimsalf,
was cager Lo make Bis countey independent,” sald the
nmbassardor.

Weo was originally an educkior, then an independence
fighiter, and became a politician after Korea wis subjus
it boe Japan in 1 590%,

Aller majoring in EBoglish litceatuee ot a university o
Munjing, Chinn, Yoo eraated 2 communist puse thea in

1918 1o Lk o effective indopendepes cimpalgn st
other fighters.

Cme yoar lator, Yeo hocime deeply nvelved in peacail |
demonstrations against Japanose rola, in which some
tw millinn Koreans marched for independence.

The moveroeent, led by 33 oivie activiss and Christans,
incliding Yoo, tipgered hrital ropression by Japem.

A plpht-wing activist assassinated Yoo in 1947

“After the first meeting, Gajda sant o Ceech solider
named Tosef Hane with e ao that'the Korean could
ravel back safaly 1o Shanghail He worrled abool Yeo's
safimy,” said Ambassiadonr Qs

Gajida’s sympathetle astitude wward Korea and Tils
FKorean friend becime’ evon mors evident, espocially
after the participengs of the Peace Conferance in Pires
were not supportdve of Kered's guest for indepen-
dance. I

Afier the Arst mne}ring, (Haw said not lass than 16 Koge-
ans wirn working with the acmeeed eakn eadguarioss
of the Czeeh senerals” chiof of stif,

“One of thenawis Han Chang-gol, who was & comman-
dar of the maching run division of Gajda's tmin, This
offers o elue showing their frendship,” the ambassader
Siidd:

The friendship continued afior thaiv fivst menting, & fow
wnonths ke, General Gojds droppod: by Shanghl on his
wiy hick to Crechoslovakin after completing & nrission in
Wildivostokto meet Yoo and other independenee ghiees,

felee ik oraatiznes coukr




