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Retta Slavik Chandler is the President of the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center. Thanks to her and her team, the city of  

La Grange in Texas, historically a major site of Czech settlement, remains a hub of Czech culture. 

 

1.) Retta, tell us more about Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center. What is 

the one thing any visitor of the Center should not miss? 

A visit to the Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center (TCHCC) will give one an 

overview of the traditions and daily life of the people who settled in Texas from 

1852 through the 1940s.  With emphasis on how the Czechs founded organizations 

for socializing and built churches for worship, the exhibits tell their story. The 

complex of approximately 20 acres has a main building with a museum, library, and 

banquet hall. A stroll through the Czech Village will take one back to those earlier 

times with restored houses, a lodge hall, a sawmill, print shop, replica of a chapel 

in the Czech Republic, the Czech Music Museum, plus other structures.  One does 

not want to miss the exhibit in the main building museum, which tells the story of 

the early Czechs through a mural and display of artifacts relating to the skills 

necessary to begin a new life in a new country with a different language. One must 

not miss the gift shop with garnets, crystal, tee shirts, books, and other interesting 

items.  A visit to the genealogy section of the library is a must to find one’s ancestral 

home or to research the aspects of Czech life.   

However, we are not about living in the past, but about revealing the rich heritage of the Czech people (this includes all 

whose ancestors came from the provinces that later became Czechoslovakia). This history is being forgotten. Future 

generations will benefit to learn of the diligence, creatively, hard work ethic, deep faith, and loyalty of these early settlers. 

Their self-reliance and creativity brought them through many obstacles as they made a new life in a new land. This legacy 

they left for their descendants. 

The Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center was incorporated as a non-profit in 1997. However, the vision for such a 

center was in the minds of Czechs as early as 1936, when an exhibit was presented to the public during the statewide 

Centennial celebration of Texas Independence. At that time, the Czechs came together to showcase their achievements 

and contributions to the growth and progress of Texas with this outstanding exhibit. The representatives of Czech 

organizations came together again in 1996 to plan the development of a Czech Center in Texas.  Representing all parts of 

the state, they met monthly to decide on a location, a mission, and goals. La Grange was selected. In 2001, the Kalich 

House was moved to the property and restored.  It served as the office, library, museum and gift shop until the main 

building was dedicated in 2009.  

 

2.) What are Texas Czech Heritage and Cultural Center’s goals for 2021? 

The goals of TCHCC are the following: To educate the public about the past and present contributions and status of persons 

of Czech descent.  To encourage the study and preservation of the Czech language, fine arts, music, and dance.  To provide 

for the preservation and exhibition of artifacts that are historically significant to the Czech people of Texas.  To provide a 

library and archives for the collection and preservation of books, newspapers, periodicals, family histories, research 

material, photographs, and all printed data of historical significance to the Czech people of Texas.  To provide adequate 

space for gatherings, meetings, and educational activities for the benefit of the Czech people of Texas.  To encourage and 

promote a cultural exchange program between the Czech people of Texas and the citizens of the Czech Republic.  To 

provide the public with updated information regarding Czech related activities and historical sites in Texas, the United 

State and abroad. 

Retta and her late husband Charles Chandler. 



This year, our emphasis will be to develop more programs with an emphasis on some of the forgotten skills that our 

ancestors learned and used for daily living.   

On January 29 and 30, TCHCC sponsored a Blacksmithing Conference that drew many young men interested in learning 
those skills. The first day was dedicated to lessons by instructors, and the second day featured demonstrations.  In October, 
we will have our Harvest Festival with demonstrations of farming equipment.  
 
3.) What is your most important takeaway from the previous year? 

Last year, 2020, was a difficult year because we had to cancel our scheduled events and tours.  Not only that, but many of 

our older volunteers were not able to come and some are not back yet. Fortunately, we were able to keep our only full-

time and one part-time paid employee to maintain the building and grounds and to pay bills and answer the phone.  

Eventually, we were able to have tours with a limited number. Since our Czech Village is a large area, we welcomed visitors 

who were able to be out in the open to walk the grounds.  Our October festival held outside was scaled back to one day, 

and we live-streamed the event for those who could not be there.  Negative circumstances can ruin the best of plans, but 

with determination and creativity, one must adapt.  We learned to safe-distance and sanitize so we could continue to stay 

in touch with each other.    

 

4.) With which Czech personality (from the past or present) would you like to go for dinner and why? 

It would be an honor to have dinner with Václav Havel. Through his determination, endurance, and suffering during the 

worst of times for the love of freedom and trust, the walls came down and we were able to find our ancestors and visit 

them.  

 

5.) What is your favorite place or hidden gem in the Czech Republic? 

It will be hard to choose a favorite place in the Czech Republic because I can name several.  Since my father was born in 

Kroměřiž, I will choose it as my favorite place.  When he came to Texas in 1904 with his parents, he was nine years old, so 

he rarely talked about it, other than remembering that he had walked through a garden to the street to walk to school. 

His sister who was older and she told me a few things that made me want to go there.  However, that was not possible 

until 1989.  It was not until later, after many trips to the Czech Republic that I was finally able to find the house where he 

was born.  I was able to speak to the current owners who invited me into the house and into the backyard. My daughter 

Susan was with me.  When I saw the backyard with a large garden that led to a street, I was overwhelmed with emotion.  

That was as he described it.  During my almost yearly trips to the Czech Republic and always to Kroměříž to look for my 

father’s house, I saw the beauty of the city with the Bishop’s Palace, the Gardens, the beautiful churches, and the 

wonderful friendly people.  I fell in love with the city. 

However, there is more.  My mother is 3rd & 4th generation in Texas.  So, I also claim as my favorite places the following:  

Valašska Polanka, Horni & Dolni Hermanice, and České Bujdějovice.  In Valašska Polanka, I found my mother’s cousins and 

the house where my great grandfather was born and lived.  The hidden gem must be the warm, loving people that I met 

during my visits.  They all made me feel “at home.”  

 


